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This manual, and the software described in this manual, are copyrighted.  No part of this manual or the described 

software may be copied, reproduced, translated, or reduced to any electronic medium or machine-readable form 

without the prior written consent of 5 Factorial Software, Inc., except that you may make one copy of the program 

and accompanying material solely for backup purposes.  
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ABOUT 5 FACTORIAL SOFTWARE 

5 Factorial Software is a small but dynamic software company which strives to produce software to help people be 

more productive.  We are passionate about what we do and we really hope that you find our software useful.   

You can reach us on the web at http://www.5factorial.com, by phone at 800-470-3618, or by post at 

5Factorial Software 

2700 W. Atlantic Blvd. Ste. 266 

Pompano Beach, FL 33069 

 

THE 5! LOGO 

Apparently not everybody in the world enjoys math.  If you are one of those people then we would like to take a 

moment to explain our logo to you.  We are not yelling “FIVE” at you… In mathematics the exclamation mark is 

called a “factorial” operator.  It means multiply the number to the left of the exclamation mark by every whole 

number between itself and 1.  For example, 5! = 5 x 4 x 3 x 2 x 1 = 120.   

We thought 5 Factorial sounded cooler than 120, so we named our company 5 Factorial – or 5! for short. 

 

INSTALLATION 

To install the DeskClear software you need to obtain an up-to-date installation program from www.5factorial.com, 

and then follow the download link for the current version of DeskClear. 

Most web browsers will give you the option of either saving the installation program or running it.  Either way will 

work fine; saving it will allow you to reinstall it easily at another date, while running it directly will save you a step 

during installation. 

After the installation program has downloaded you can double-click its icon to launch setup if it does not start 

automatically.  On your system the setup program will be called DeskClear-1.x.y.exe (where 1.x.y is the current 

version number).  

Launching setup will cause the installation files to be unzipped onto your system.  You can use the default directory 

or optionally unzip the setup package into a specific directory that you choose.  After you have specified the folder 

to unzip to, please press the “Unzip” button.  This will cause the DeskClear installation utility to be unpacked and 

started. 

To complete the installation just select a destination directory and press “Next,” then follow the instructions on 

the screen. 

After installation is complete you will be able to launch the program either by looking for the 5 Factorial folder 

under your Start menu or by double-clicking the DeskClear icon on your Desktop 
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TRIAL PERIOD 

At 5 Factorial Software we believe that customers have the right to try software before they buy it.  There is a lot 

of bad software available and, like you, we have been burned by purchasing software that did not perform as 

advertised.  For that reason we make all of our products available for a trial period so that our customers can test 

the software to verify that it meets their needs before purchase. 

DeskClear has a 15 day trial period that starts the first time you run the program.  Once the 15 days are up, you 

must either purchase the software to continue using it, or you may optionally uninstall it. 
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USING DESKCLEAR 

STARTING DESKCLEAR 

The DeskClear icon can be found in your Start Menu inside the 5Factorial folder or on your Desktop.  Many people 

find it convenient to let this program start automatically when windows starts; if you would like to do that, then 

you can check the “Start DeskClear Automatically” box in the program settings. 

 

 

DeskClear Icon 

 

RUNNING DESKCLEAR 

DeskClear runs in your System Tray, which is the area at the lower left of your screen near the clock.  It’s the green 

square icon which represents a desktop. 
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SHOWING THE DESKCLEAR MENU 

 

When you right-click on the DeskClear tray icon you will get the DeskClear menu.  

This menu contains all of the icons from your desktop, plus some DeskClear 

operational items.  Just click on the menu item to open any of your desktop 

items. 

 

 

 

 

HIDING DESKTOP ICONS 

There are several ways to hide your desktop icons using DeskClear: 

1. Select “Hide Desktop Icons” from the DeskClear menu 

2. Right Click the DeskClear tray icon 

3. Type the DeskClear HotKey for hiding desktop icons.  This is Control-1 by default. 
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Your desktop will be completely blank while the icons are hidden.  Note that while the icons are hidden you also 

cannot right click on your desktop to change desktop settings, etc.  This is normal.  If you need to get to the 

desktop menu you can simply re-display icons. 

HIDING DESKTOP WINDOWS 

You can hide your desktop windows by selecting “Hide Windows” from the DeskClear menu or by typing the 

Control-` hotkey.  (The second key is the backtick key.  That key is at the upper-left of most keyboards and is 

usually on the same key as the “~” character. 

When your windows are hidden they are completely invisible – they’re not just minimized.  To get them back just 

hit the hotkey again or use the DeskClear menu. 

DeskClear will make your Desktop Icons visibile automatically when you hide your windows.  

DESKCLEAR SETTINGS 

You can open the DeskClear settings window by clicking on the Settings menu item in the DeskClear Menu. 

 

There aren’t very many settings to worry about for DeskClear but you can change your hotkeys to something new 

or you can configure DeskClear to start itself automatically when Windows starts.  
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PURCHASING AND REGISTERING DESKCLEAR 

To Purchase a DeskClear license please visit www.5factorial.com and go to the DeskClear product page and follow 

the link to purchase DeskClear. 

After completing the purchase you will receive a product key code by email.  This code can be entered by clicking 

the “About DeskClear/Registration” menu item on DeskClear’s menu. 
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APPENDIX 1: FILE LOCATIONS AND CONTENTS 

LOCATION OF EXECUTABLE PROGRAM AND ANCILLARY FILES 

Unless you manually choose a different destination during installation,DeskClear is installed to the \Program 

Files\5 Factorial\DeskClear directory on the root Windows drive (usually C:). 
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APPENDIX 2: LICENSE AND COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

DeskClear is copyright 2008 by 5 Factorial Software, Inc.  All rights are reserved.  Use of the program and 

accompanying documentation is subject to the following license: 

 

End User License Agreement 

License Grant 

"You" means the person or company who is being licensed to use the Software or Documentation. "We," "us" and 

"our" means 5factorial Software, Incorporated. 

We hereby grant you a nonexclusive license to use one copy of the Software on any single computer, provided the 

Software is in use on only one computer at any time. The Software is "in use" on a computer when it is loaded into 

temporary memory (RAM) or installed into the permanent memory of a computer—for example, a hard disk, CD-

ROM or other storage device.  

If the Software is permanently installed on the hard disk or other storage device of a computer (other than a network 

server) and one person uses that computer more than 80% of the time, then that person may also use the Software on 

a portable or home computer. 

Title 

We remain the owner of all right, title and interest in the Software and related explanatory written materials 

("Documentation").  

Archival or Backup Copies 

You may copy the Software for back up and archival purposes, provided that the original and each copy is kept in 

your possession and that your installation and use of the Software does not exceed that allowed in the "License 

Grant" section above. 

Things You May Not Do 

The Software and Documentation are protected by United States copyright laws and international treaties. You must 

treat the Software and Documentation like any other copyrighted material—for example, a book. You may not: 

• copy the Documentation, 

• copy the Software except to make archival or backup copies as provided above, 

• modify or adapt the Software or merge it into another program, 
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• reverse engineer, disassemble, decompile or make any attempt to discover the source code of the Software, 

• place the Software onto a server so that it is accessible via a public network such as the Internet, or 

• sublicense, rent, lease or lend any portion of the Software or Documentation. 

Transfers 

You may transfer all your rights to use the Software and Documentation to another person or legal entity provided 

you transfer this Agreement, the Software and Documentation, including all copies, updates and prior versions to 

such person or entity and that you retain no copies, including copies stored on computer. 

Limited Warranty 

We warrant that for a period of 90 days after delivery of this copy of the Software to you: 

• the media on which this copy of the Software is provided to you will be free from defects in materials and 

workmanship under normal use, and 

• the Software will perform in substantial accordance with the Documentation. 

To the extent permitted by applicable law, THE FOREGOING LIMITED WARRANTY IS IN LIEU OF ALL 

OTHER WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND WE DISCLAIM ANY AND ALL 

IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, INCLUDING ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF TITLE, 

NONINFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, regardless of 

whether we know or had reason to know of your particular needs. No employee, agent, dealer or distributor of ours 

is authorized to modify this limited warranty, nor to make any additional warranties. 

SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL 

OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE LIMITATION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. 

Limited Remedy 

Our entire liability and your exclusive remedy for breach of the foregoing warranty shall be, at our option, to either: 

• return the price you paid, or 

• repair or replace the Software or media that does not meet the foregoing warranty if it is returned to us with 

a copy of your receipt. 

IN NO EVENT WILL WE BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY LOST PROFITS, 

LOST SAVINGS, OR OTHER INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING FROM THE USE 

OR THE INABILITY TO USE THE SOFTWARE (EVEN IF WE OR AN AUTHORIZED DEALER OR 
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DISTRIBUTOR HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF THESE DAMAGES), OR FOR ANY CLAIM 

BY ANY OTHER PARTY. 

SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL 

OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE LIMITATION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. 

Term and Termination 

This license agreement takes effect upon your use of the software and remains effective until terminated. You may 

terminate it at any time by destroying all copies of the Software and Documentation in your possession. It will also 

automatically terminate if you fail to comply with any term or condition of this license agreement. You agree on 

termination of this license to destroy all copies of the Software and Documentation in your possession. 

Confidentiality 

The Software contains trade secrets and proprietary know-how that belong to us and it is being made available to 

you in strict confidence. ANY USE OR DISCLOSURE OF THE SOFTWARE, OR OF ITS ALGORITHMS, 

PROTOCOLS OR INTERFACES, OTHER THAN IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THIS LICENSE 

AGREEMENT, MAY BE ACTIONABLE AS A VIOLATION OF OUR TRADE SECRET RIGHTS. 

General Provisions 

1. This written license agreement is the exclusive agreement between you and us concerning the Software and 

Documentation and supersedes any prior purchase order, communication, advertising or representation concerning 

the Software. 

2. This license agreement may be modified only by a writing signed by you and us. 

3. In the event of litigation between you and us concerning the Software or Documentation, the prevailing party in 

the litigation will be entitled to recover attorney fees and expenses from the other party. 

4. This license agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Missouri. 

5. You agree that the Software will not be shipped, transferred or exported into any country or used in any manner 

prohibited by the United States Export Administration Act or any other export laws, restrictions or regulations. 

 


